Dear Beloved of Faith Family Fellowship,
Greetings in the Name of the Lord. This month I would like to share with you on the subject of Thanksgiving. During this season of thanksgiving it is good to take the time to give thanks for all His manifold blessings in our lives.
As we look back at this past year we all have so much to be thankful for. Therefore, I want to share with you some scriptures on how to express our thanksgiving to God.

Thanksgiving is our response from a thankful heart to God for His goodness, gifts, benefits, blessings and for His answering our prayers. Thanksgiving is expressed by thanking God for things not yet received as well as for things already at hand. Thanksgiving is an attitude that reveals our thankfulness, appreciation, gratitude and joy for all of God’s blessings. A lack of thanksgiving shows either a heart of ingratitude or unbelief.

Thanksgiving is a thread that is woven throughout both the Old and New Testaments. In Psalm 92:1 it says, “It is a good (right)thing to give thanks unto the Lord . . . “ Psalm 95:2 says, “Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving . . . “ Psalm 100:4 says, “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving . . . “ Psalm 147:7 says, “sing unto the Lord with  thanksgiving. . .“ This verse shows we can express our thanksgiving to the Lord also by singing unto Him. I Corinthians14:15-17 tells us that we can give thanksgiving to God by singing in the Spirit. This thought is also brought out in Ephesians 5:18-20. The characteristics of being filled with the Spirit are expressed through “speaking to yourselves in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

In Philippians 4:6 we see that through prayer and supplication with thanksgiving we can release our cares, worries, and anxieties to the Lord. Prayer and supplication places the cares on the Lord. Thanksgiving keeps them over on the Lord. In verse 7, Paul tells us that through prayer and thanksgiving we release and maintain the peace of God (His presence) in our hearts and minds that sustains us in the midst of pressure.

Finally, in I Thessalonians, 5:16-18we are told to “rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” Daily as we maintain an “attitude” and “spirit of rejoicing”, “praying,” and “giving thanks” in all things we are always in the perfect will of God. This keeps God in control of our circumstances and affairs by His ability and not in or own efforts. 

God has so graciously made a way through His Word where by we can maintain the attitude of thankful hearts. As we gather together with loved ones and friends to celebrate this Thanksgiving season we have God’s ability to do so with hearts full of thanksgiving to Him not only for who He is to us, but for all He has done and provided for us in His redemption work through His Son, Jesus Christ. Thank God for all we have and all we enjoy in Him! 
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